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of the House of Lords. To me the loss is particularly painful.
Lord Lloyd and I have been friends for many years and close
political associates during the last twelve years. We championed
several causes together which did not command the applause of
large majorities ; but it is just in that kind of cause, where one is
swimming against the stream, that one learns the worth and quality
of a comrade and friend.
The late Lord Lloyd was a man of high ability. He had energy,
he had industry; and these were spurred throughout his life by a
consuming desire to serve the country and uphold the British name.
He had travelled far and had acquired an immense mass of special
knowledge, particularly knowledge of Egypt, East Africa, Arabia
and India. He was deeply versed in the affairs of the unhappy
countries in the South-East of Europe, which now lie under the
shadow of approaching danger and misery. In all these spheres,
his opinion and advice were of the highest value. Having served
under Lawrence in the Desert War, he had acquired a great love for
the Arab race, and he devoted a large part of his life to their interests.
His name is known and his death will be mourned in wide circles
of the Moslem world. When we remember that the King-Emperor
is the ruler of incomparably more Mohammedan subjects than any
other Prince of Islam, we may, from this angle, measure the serious
nature of the loss we have sustained.
George Lloyd fought for his country on land and in the air.
As honorary commodore of an air squadron, he learned to fly a
Hurricane aeroplane and obtained a pilot's certificate when almost
60 years of age, thus proving that it is possible for a man to maintain
in very high efficiency eye and hand, even after a lifetime of keen
intellectual work. He was a very good friend of the Royal Air
Force, and, in recent years, was President of the Navy League.
His was the voice which, as far back as 1934, moved a resolution ,
at the National Union of Conservative Associations which led that
body to urge upon the then Government a policy of immediate
rearmament. Although an Imperialist and, in some ways, an
authoritarian, he had a profound, instinctive aversion from Nazism.
He foresaw from the beginning the danger of Hitler's rise to power
and above all to armed power, and he lived and acted during the
last four or five years under a sense of the rapidly growing danger
to this country.
For two long and critical periods, covering together nearly ten
years, he represented-the Crown, as Governor of Bombay, or as High
Commissioner in Egypt. His administration of the Bombay Presi-
dency was at once firm and progressive, and the Lloyd reservoir